Chapter VI
IT became clear on the morning after Hinnihami
had been given to the vederala that the sanyasi
had rightly interpreted the will of the god, and that
the devil had left Silindu. His eyes no longer pre-
sented the glazed appearance, which is the sign of
possession. He ate eagerly of the scanty morning
meal; and, though still weak, walked with a vigour
unknown to him since the night when he fell be-
neath the banian-trees in the jungle. Throughout
the homeward journey strength and health continued
to return to him; and by the time they reached the
village the colour of his skin showed that he had
been restored to his normal condition.
Though they travelled very slowly, they had not
again seen the vederala and Hinnihami on the way
home* Punchirala made no haste to return to the
village, and he only appeared there two days after
Silindu arrived. He showed no signs of pleasure
in his triumph; he was more quiet and thoughtful
than usual. In the house he seemed to his mother
to be uneasy, and a little afraid of Hinnihami.
The girl had yielded herself to him in silence. In
125